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MINISTERS 


OF THE 
CHuRcn of Great Britain, 


(Eſpecially to thoſe in and about the 
City of Loxpox) 


Not to meddle, as ſome have done, with 
Matters of State, or C ontroverſal Preaching. 


Taken verbatim out of the Preſent Biſhop of 
London's ſeventh LETTER of the Conference 
with his Clergy, held in the Year 1686. 


UPON 
King Twas II. his LETTER dated 1685. and di- 


rected to the two Archbiſhops, with Directions 
concerning Preachers. 


To which is Added, 
A Recommendation of MopERATION, 


the Example of Biſhop Wilkins, by * 
biber Tillotſon. 


— le. 


LOND O N: 


and Harrow near St. Michael's Church in 
Cornbill. 1710. 


Printed, and fold by R. Harsxy at the Plough | | 


, | 
E. 


.- af 


—_— N 


— — — — 


* 4 — ner 


— — 8 ” _ 


Seaſonable Advice to the Minifters of the 
Church of Great Britain. 


Go OD BROTUER, 


Am ſure you muſt now be convinced, as T make 
© no queftion you was then, that nothing could 
© be more pernicious to Prince or People, than 

© to carry the Duty of Submiſſion beyond the Bounds 

© of juſt Reaſon, or due Patience; and that therefore 
© the firſt Article againſt meddling with Matters of State, 
© was a great Inducement to me, to invite you to this 

Conference upon the whole Directions concerning Prea- 

chers, which was manag' d to this effect. 

© You cannot but be every day more ſenſible than 
© other how ſeaſonable this Letter of his Majeſty's 
© was, and how highly it concerns us to reflect upon 
it. Indeed there is nothing in it, but what has been 
© formerly directed by his Royal Predeceſſors after the 
© ſame manner; and yet the Matter is of that weighty 
© Conſequence, as not to be one jot the leſs neceſſary 
© to be repeated at this time. ; 

The Reaſons his Majeſty urges, are from Politick 
© Confiderations, and ſo Reaſons of State; but there 
© are others which may be taken from moral Topicks, 
© of that great Conſideration, that we may boldly ſay, 

* The King has not more Intereſt in them, in his Royal Ca pa- 

* city, than the Miniſters FA the Goſpel have in their Spiri- 

© tual Capacity. For Diſobedience is as reproachful to 

© the Religious, as to the Politick Perſon ; Scdition as 

* pernicious, and Rebellion as criminal. 

But to come to the purpoſe. 
oe A 2 FIT. 
* 


© First, As to Matters of State: We are forbid to De- 
© clare, Limit, or Bound the Conſtitutive Laws of the 
© Realm between Prince and People. Every Nation 
© has its peculiar Rights and Cuſtoms, the Deciſion 
© of which belongs Ultimately to the Reſolutions of 
© Parliaments, as fey do Ordinarily to the Expoſition 
© of the Judges. Theſe things depending upon An- 
© tient Cuſtoms, Original Contracts and Conſtitutions, 
contained generally in the publick Records, are 
quite beſides our Purpoſe ; they come not within the 
compaſs of our Studies, but are more proper for Stateſmen 
and Lawyers to meddle with; and as they are of pub- 
lick Concern, ſo ate they likewiſe of publick Inter- 
pretation. However, ſhould our Curioſity lead us 
into an Enquiry wr the „ their Doctrine would by 
no means be a proper Subject for us to deſcant upon; be- 
cauſe our Buſineſs ij to teach a Chriſtian Behaviour upon 
© all Occaſions, without entring into the Merits of any 
* Cauſe betwixt Prince and People. 

© We have been happy above all other Countries, 
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in having Kings, that out of their Grace and Boun- 


* ty, have made ample Conceſſions for our Eaſe and 
© Security, by ſo fixing our Liberties and Properties, 
© that we cannot be wronged in either without the 
© open Violation of a Solemm Oath. If therefore we 
* would ſpeak honeſtly to this Matter, we ought to 
do Right to both Parties; and then think but how 
* improper and ridiculous this would look out of a Pul- 
pit, to be ſtating the Secular Rights and Privileges on 
© both ſides. 3 
But if we exalt the King's Prerogative above the 
© Law, we do as good as tell the People, that notwith- 
* ſtanding their Rights, the King may raviſh their Wives, 
* ſpoil their Goods, and cut their Throats at Pleaſure. And 
thus we ſhould purſue a Method the mo#t contrary to 
* the Mind of God, that poſſibly could be. For it would 
* prove a Doctrine that might do much Harm, 
and could never do Good; either, it would * 
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a ſort of Applauſe, if we do but ſay 


Wass (800 
* the People with an Apptehenſion, that ſome Deſign 
< were working againſt their juſt Rights; (for which 
© per nici om Strain of Courteſy, we may be ſure a Wiſe 


© Priace, as ours is, would give us ſmall Thanks ; 
© ſince the leaſt Miſchief we could expect, would be 
© Dillatisfaction, Murmuring, Jealouſy, and a Readi- 
©xnefs to rebel.) Or, if it ſhould operate as we in- 
© tend, if we intend any thing elſe by it, we ſhould 
© thereby make 4 Halter for our own Necks, by diſpo- 
© ſing Men to avow a Principle, that ſhould invite their 
© King to put a Toke upon them. So that I look upon 
© it as 4 Rule, that we ought in common Pruderice to 
© ſet our ſelves in this Affair, to be as cautious of fat- 
© tering our Prince into Tyranny, as of ſtirring up the People 
© to Sedition and Tumult. For we have Scope enou 
© without A gs Flattery, to do our Prince Right, 
© and our ſelves too, by preaching up 4 Peaceable and 
© Chriſtian Temper, to wait with Patience for the good 
© Effect of thole ordinary Remedies we have by Paſſive 
© Obedience, Weſtmiaſter-Hall, Parliament, and what o- 
© ther Methods may be; which if they prevail not, will 
© produce that in God's good Time that may. 

© Secondly, As to Controwerſal Preachinig ; there is ſuch 
© a Prudence and Diſcretion requiſite in the managing 
© thereof, as is not every Man's Talent. It is therefore 
© very juſtly adviſed, not to be haſty in entring upon 
© {ſuch Undertakings, but rather avoid the Invitations 
* our own Forwardneſs will be but too apt to draw us 

into. 

© It is the ready Way to draw Attention, and gain 
ſharp Things 
© and ſatyrical : For the more ſlightly the Controverſy 
© is handled, the better it takes, provided the Argu- 
ment be heighten'd with earneſt Expreſſions or fooliſh 


© Teſting, | 


c 


But however this Style may be pleaſing at the firſt 
* Accoſt, it can make no ſolid Impreflion to Edifica- 
tion, which ought to be the End of all Preaching, 

"ih 


Wuiſe adyenture to commend him for it, notwithſtand- 


(5) 
© Tt will always be deſpiſed by Wiſe Men, and do Fools 
© no real Good. And yet there is another ſort of 
© treating our Adverſaries, which is {till worſe ; that 
"hy foul and reviling Language. Such Behaviour will 
© either prejudice our Cauſe, or at leaſt render us 
© contemptible, that ſerve it in ſo dirtily, The Way 
© to avoid this in a great meaſure is, not to affe& 
© and force controverſial Points upon a Text, but ra- 
© ther forbear, till we are conſtrained to it, by the 
© Drift of the Subje& we treat upon, or from the Ne- 
© ceflity of Time and Place. All things are likelieſt 
© then to proceed in the moſt reaſonable manner, 
© when they flow moſt eaſily and naturally from the 
© Subject of our Diſcourſe. For then we are moſt apt 
to do wiſely, and ſpeak like rational Creatures. We 
* ſhall then be better compos'd for the putting on of 
* a Chriſtian Spirit, in Expreſſions of Compaſſion, Good- 
© will, Gentleneſs, Modeſty, and whatever other Virtues 
© may beſt ſoften and ſteal into Mens Hearts. 

LI]o tell a Man at the firſt Salute, that he is a He- 


© retick, and is Damned, is to provoke Choler rather 


* than Attention, and utterly to fruſtrate our own, 
* Endeayours by frighting away thoſe that we would 
be thought to invite to us. 
* We ought to be very cautious how we enter into 
© Controverſy, and very careful in the handling of it. 
So far the Biſhop of London. | 


MoDERATION recommended by Archbiſbop 
Tillotſon, in his Preface to Biſhop Wil- 


kins's Sermons. 


Peaking of the admirable Candour and Moderation 
of Biſhop Wilkinss Temper in Matters of Diffe- 
rence and Diſpute, the Archbiſhop adds, 

I purpoſely mention his Mop ERATIOx, and like- 


ing 
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© ing that this VixTue, ſo much eſteemed and mag- 


 ©nified by Wiſe Men in all Ages, hath of late been 


© declaimed againſt with ſo much Zeal and Fiercen#ſ3, 
© 2nd yet with good Grace and Confidence, as i it 
© were not only no Virtue, but even the Sum and 
© Abridgment of all Vices. I ſay, notwithſtanding all 
© this, I am {till of the old Opinion, that Mop ERA“ 
© TION is a VikTus, and one of the peculiar Orna- 
© ments and Advantages of the excellent Conſtitution 
© of our Church, and muſt at laſt be the Temper of her 
© Members, eſpecially the CLERGY, if ever we ſe. 
© riouſly intend the firm Eſtabliſhrient of this Church ; 
© and do not induſtriouſly deſign, by cheriſhing Heats 
and Diviſions among out ſelves, to let in POPERY 
© at theſe Breaches. 


Lo the Citrcy. 


HE Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive ; but be 
gentle unto all Men, apt to teach, patient; in Meek= 
neſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, 2 Tim. ii. 24,25. 
He ſhould be an Example of the Believers, in Word, in 
Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity, 
I Tim. iv. 12. | 
Blameleſs, Vigilant, Sober, of good Behaviour, Patient, 
not a Brawler, 1 Tim. iii. 2, 3. 
Not Proud, Fierce, Head), High minded, 2 Tim. iii. 


2, 3 
'To Kok evil of no' Man, but Gentle, ſhewing all Meek- 


. neſs unto all Men, Tit. iii. 2. 


I beſeech you, as you have any Tenderneſs for your 
© own Reputation, ſor the Dignity of your Callings,tor the 
© Peace of the Nation, for the Honour Of Religion, that you 
* would be very jealous of all ſuch things, as may reflect 
Diſparagement on your Holy Calling. Bp. Wilkins's 
Sermon on Tit, ii. 15. at a Viſitation Holden at London, 
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; BOOKS fald by RozexT HALSEY 4t Be P lough 


uind Harrow near St. Michael's Church in Corn- 
\ hill, where may be had moſt of the modern Sermons 
and Pamphlets, at their loweſt Prices. 


2 Emoirs of the Marg. de Langallerie, containing 
5 an Account of the moſt ſecret Intrigues of the 
French, Spaniſh, and Bavarian Courts; and the moſt 
remarkable Battles, Sieges, and Encampments in Ger- 
many, Spain, and Flanders, &c, Intermixt with ſeve- 
veral original private Letters (never before made pub- 
lick) written by the French King, Cardinal Portocarrero, 
Duke of Anjou, Elector of Bavaria, Marg. de Torcy, 
Charles the 3d of Spain, Prince Eugene, D. of Marl bo- 
rough, D. of Ormond. M. Auverquerque, &c. 24d Edit. 
tranſlated from the French, and continu'd to this pre- 
ee 1M 5 a * ; F E 
N eneral Hittory ot Voyages and Iravels. 
N. 1 Poier. of Han | Te ny Made Engliſh 
from the Pars Edition. Adorn'd with Cuts. In g vo. 
Sermons on ſeveral Subjects. The Fifth Volume. 
By FohbnConant,D.D. Publiſhed by FohnWilkiams,D.D. 
and late Lard ur of Chicbeſter, In 8, © © 
A Paraphraſe and Annatations upon all the Epiſtles 
of dt Paul, by feveral Hands. 3d Edit. corrected and 
. by the late Right Reverend and Learned 
Dr. Jobn Fell, Bp. of Oxford. To which is prefix d ſome 
Account of the Authors Lives. 8 vo. 88 
The London Vocabulary, Epgliſh and Latin, put in- 
to 2 Method proper to acquaznt the Learner with 
Things as well as pure Latin Words. Adorn'd with 
'26 Pictures, for the Uſe of Schools. The as Edit. 
By James Greenwoed. 12 ...,_ TO 
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